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AVAILABLE AREAS MANAGED BY OTHERS

3503.20 What if another Federal agen-
cy manages the lands I am inter-
ested in?

(a) Public domain lands. BLM will
issue a permit or lease for public do-
main lands where the surface is admin-
istered by another Federal agency only
after consulting with the surface man-
agement agency. Some laws applicable
to public domain lands require us to
obtain the consent of the surface man-
agement agency before we issue a lease
or permit.

(b) Acquired lands. For all lands not
subject to paragraph (a) of this section
where the surface is managed by an-
other Federal agency, we must have
written consent from the surface man-
agement agency before we issue per-
mits or leases. The surface manage-
ment agency may request further in-
formation about surface disturbance
and reclamation before granting its
consent.

(c) Appeal. If a surface management
agency refuses to consent or imposes
conditions on your permit or lease, you
may appeal its decision under that
agency’s appeal provisions. If you no-
tify BLM within 30 days after receiving
BLM’s decision denying or condi-
tioning your permit or lease that you
have appealed the surface management
agency’s decision, we will suspend the
time for filing an appeal under 43 CFR
parts 4 and 1840 until the surface man-
agement agency’s decision is final and
not subject to further administrative
or judicial review.

§3503.21 What happens if the surface
of the land I am interested in be-
longs to a non-Federal political sub-
division or charitable organization?

(a) BLM will notify the entity who
owns the surface of the lands included
within your permit or lease application
if that entity is:

(1) Any State or political subdivision,
agency or instrumentality thereof;

(2) A college or any other educational
corporation or association; or

(3) A charitable or religious corpora-
tion or association.

(b) The entity who owns the surface
of the lands in your application will
have up to 90 days to suggest any lease
stipulations to protect existing surface
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improvements or uses, or to object to
the permit or lease. BLM will then de-
cide whether to issue the permit or
lease and which, if any, stipulations
identified by the surface owner to in-
clude, based on how the interests of the
United States would best be served.

§3503.25 When may BLM issue permits
and leases for Federal minerals un-
derlying private surface?

(a) The regulations in this part apply
where the United States disposed of
certain lands and those disposals re-
served to the United States the right
to prospect for, mine, and remove the
minerals under applicable leasing laws
and regulations.

(b) If the Federal Government ac-
quires minerals through a deed, BLM
will follow any special covenants in the
deed relating to leasing or permitting.

§3503.28 Does BLM incorporate any
special requirements to protect the
lands and resources?

BLM will specify permit or lease
stipulations to adequately use and pro-
tect the lands and their resources. This
may include stipulations which are re-
quired by the surface managing agen-
cy, or which are recommended by the
surface managing agency or non-fed-
eral surface owner and accepted by
BLM. (See also part 3580 of this chap-
ter.)

LAND DESCRIPTIONS

§3503.30 How should I describe sur-
veyed lands or lands shown on pro-
traction or amended protraction
diagrams in states which are part
of the Public Land Survey System?

Describe the lands by legal subdivi-
sion, section, township, and range.

§3503.31 How should I describe lands
in states which are part of the Pub-
lic Land Survey System but have
not been surveyed and are not
shown on a protraction or amended
protraction diagram?

Describe such lands by metes and
bounds in accordance with BLM stand-
ard survey practices for the public
lands. Connect your description by
courses and distances between succes-
sive angle points to an official corner
of the public land survey system or, for

645



